
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ayse Evrensel        

Department: Economics & Finance    Phone Number: (618) 650-2592 

E-mail Address: aevrens@siue.edu                 Campus Box: 1102 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  
 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [    ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?   9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Alumni Hall 3134 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
I would like to continue in my research project on the social and economic institutions of the Ottoman Empire. I 

have been collecting material on this subject for years, but the material was unorganized. My amazing URCA 

assistant in the fall of 2015 has helped me greatly to identify specific research questions and actually start writing 

the paper.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
This is a reading-intensive activity. After the assistant and I read books or journal articles, it is very helpful for me to 

talk for an hour every week with my URCA assistant. A love for reading and learning as well as discussing about 

the research subject is a must.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
The realization that research is not linear is important. It would be hard to imagine for an undergraduate student that 

sometimes the researcher moves in circles before showing progress. I believe that experiencing the difficulty 

associated with research increases student's appreciation of how we produce knowledge. Therefore, in addition to 

gain considerable insight into a certain subject, student will learn about the amount of focus, discipline, and effort 

needed to develop a research project.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

I require one hour of discussion time every week, which can be scheduled according to my and the student's 

availability.  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
Not necessarily, but at least ECON 111 is preferred. 

 

 



Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

This position is only open to students who worked for me as an URCA Assistant in the fall semester of 2015 

 

 


